Denise –

This is part of the about the valley that is outdated. See my notes in red when rewriting this.

	River Tours
The Blackstone River provides some of the most beautiful scenery in the state. The Blackstone Valley Tourism Council offers several means of river transportation and a number of different tours and special events on their boats. You can ride the 49 passenger Explorer, Rhode Island's only riverboat; via public tours or special charters, and the Samuel Slater Canal Boat, a 12 passenger, 40 ft. canal boat which can be used for River Tours or an overnight bed and breakfast. Check with Bob on the canal boat here since it hasn’t been active the last 2 years.

	Land Tours
In addition to the River Tours, the Council offers a number of other tours including Railway Tours on the Providence/Worcester Railroad to view the spring blossoms and fall foliage, and a number of walking tours throughout various historic districts in the region. Polar express tour one of the most popular in the country, now offered over 20 times each year, along with our Fall Foliage and shopping tour to Putnam. Council now runs Tour RI, offering several guided day tours throughout the state.

	Parks, Sports & Recreation
The Valley is filled with plenty of sports and recreational opportunities for visitors and residents alike. The Pawtucket Red Sox, Boston's Triple AAA farm team,  at home in the newly renovated McCoy Stadium, while Lincoln Park offers simulcast racing, music and comedy entertainment, plus hundreds of video slot machines and a number of fine dining options. Lincoln Woods and Slater Park offer a number of recreational activities, including hiking and picnicking and at Lincoln  Woods, fresh water swimming, fishing, and horseback riding (pony rides are available for kids at Slater Park). The region's many other riverfront and community parks, management areas, wildlife refugees, stables and campgrounds provide plenty of opportunity for hiking, fishing, swimming, hunting,  horseback riding, picnicking, and just viewing the beautiful river, environment, or historic scenery. The region also offers several public golf courses, ice skating rinks, and playground areas. The delete new Blackstone Valley Bicycle Path, which will eventually link the East Bay Bicycle Path to Worcester, provides hiking and biking opportunities along the River, including our series of leisurely bike tours through the back roads of the Valley.
 

	Vineyards, Farms, and Orchards
A large number of farms, vineyards and orchards provide opportunities for apple and other fruit picking, Christmas trees, hay and sleigh rides, llama rides, and tours of working dairy factories.  Diamond Hill Vineyards provides vineyard tours, a 200 year old house, and group picnics.
	 

	Annual Events
The Valley hosts a number of annual events, including fairs and festivals, historical re-creations, tours, Christmas, Easter, and other holiday parades and celebrations, and concerts.  Some of the most prominent include Autumnfest, a 3 day celebration held in Woonsocket on Columbus Day weekend, Pawtucket's St. Patrick's Day Parade, the annual Dragon Boat Races (held on the Saturday after Labor Day), Pawtucket Arts Festival in September, and the annual River's Day held on the 3rd Saturday in June, DELETE RIVER’S DAY. Replace with RI Cherry Blossom Festival in May as one of more prominent.
	 

	Arts
The region hosts a number of local theater organizations which offer various theatrical and musical productions. These include include The Sandra Feinstein GAMM Theater, Community Players, Mill River Dinner Theater (DELETE), Stadium Theater and The Blackstone River Theater. which offer a variety of plays with dinner. In addition, a number of communities and other organizations offer annual concerts.  The Valley is home to many visual artists. Prominent music locations include the world famous Chan’s Jazz Club and the Met in Pawtucket,featuring local and national acts.
	

	Dining Out
Throughout the Valley you will find a wide range of dining opportunities to meet your taste and budget. The region is famous for their family-style chicken dinners, all-you-can-eat chicken dinners available at more than a dozen restaurants throughout the region. 
	 

	Shopping
The Valley is also known for its large number of factory outlets, which provide a favorite day trip for many visitors. There are also a large number of antique and gift stores scattered throughout the region, in addition to the working country/general stores mentioned in the historical sites section.
	 

	Accommodations
The Valley features a number of hotels, as well as bed and breakfasts, such as the Samuel Slater Canal Boat B&B, with more on the way. Hotels include the Comfort Inn in Pawtucket, Woonsocket Motor Inn,  Glocester Motor Inn, Lakeside Motel in Glocester, Express Holiday Inn in Woonsocket, Comfort Suites, Smithfield RI, Courtyard Marriott, Providence/Lincoln, RI, and the Pillsbury House, Bed & Breakfast in Woonsocket.
	 


Historic Sites and Museums
There are many prominent historic sites throughout the valley. Prominent among them: Slater Mill Historic Site, a museum which houses the first operating cotton mill in the country; Brown & Hopkins Country Store, the oldest country store in continuous operation in the United States; the Job Armstrong Store, a living museum of what became the largest of 13 dry good stores in Chepachet in the early 1800's; the  

Smith-Appleby House, one of the few 17th century houses left standing in Rhode Island;  the Daggett House, the oldest standing house in Pawtucket; the Looff Carousel, one of the few remaining and oldest carousels in the country, and the Museum of Work & Culture, an interactive museum which celebrates the culture of the French Canadians who left Quebec for New England and the unique Woonsocket labor story which led to the rise of the Independent Textile Union.

Add in the new Rhode Island Music Hall of Fame, featuring exhibits of inductees and others depicting the history of music in the state, and celebrating our great musical culture and heritage. Also will be offering other programs.

Recognition of the accomplishments made in enhancing the Blackstone Valley region is met just as strongly by the realization that the work has just begun. The region, especially the older industrial cities, is continuing to grapple with developing an economy suited for the 21st century and improving its ailing infrastructure. There is still a long way to go in cleaning up the Blackstone River and making it more accessible and usable for recreation (and perhaps swimming), and anti-pollution efforts are expected to continue.

Blackstone Valley - Tomorrow

Several efforts have begun to bring more visitors to the region. A bikeway linking the East Bay bikeway with the Massachusetts border is partly operational and will be completed in the next couple of years.. Accessibility will also be improved through enhancements to several parks along the river's banks. Moreover, the Visitor Center in downtown Pawtucket, managed by the Tourism Council, makes information on the Blackstone Valley National Heritage Corridor and the State of Rhode Island more accessible for visitors. A River Education Center, and an interactive exhibit to education children and adults about the Blackstone River is being built at the Central Falls Landing 

With the help of all residents of the Valley and the entire state, these efforts can be strengthened, along with the ability to achieve even greater success in revitalizing the Blackstone Valley and making it a region all Rhode Islanders can be proud of.

