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mayor contends that he has,
which we feel he does not
because he has been relegated
to an advisory capacity,” he

added. “It preserves the status
quo until Judge Silverstein can
decide this.

“Ultimately, this issue is
going to be decided by the
court,” Pfeiffer said, “and we’re
looking forward to the resolu-
tion of that. As I have
expressed before, I believe the
statute is constitutional.”

When Mancini told
Silverstein he expect the hear-
ing on the constitutionality of
the law to last more than one
day, the judge set aside Oct. 4
and 5 for the arguments. 

In papers filed with the
court, Theodore Orson, an
attorney representing Pfeiffer,
argued that the law in question

“provides receivers with five
separate and independent
grants of power to fill vacan-
cies on ‘any authority, board,
committee or office,’” adding
that “the first such grant is sim-
ple, clean, on point and dispos-
itive.

“It is clear,” Orson wrote,
“that the General Assembly
wanted a single voice speaking
for a distressed city; a receiv-
er’s voice. Having elected offi-
cials compete with a receiver’s
voice will always lead to chaos,
confusion and uncertainty,
could negatively impact the
financial stability of a city, and
could impact a city’s access to
capital markets.
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know, I wish Mom (Anna) was
still alive. She would have been
so proud of her boys.' Yes,
we're the same ones who used
to draw on anything that had a
wall.”

Unimaginable as it may
seem, the tandem almost left
their home in Pawtucket for
good as young men.

After graduating from then-
Pawtucket East High School in
the mid-1940s, Morris trekked
to the University of Miami
(Fla.) to chase a Bachelor's in
Theater Arts. He attained that
in 1951, then moved to New
York City to work in theater.

He returned home one
weekend, and – because his
mom still was raising a young
family – he and Abe decided to
stay and help out.

“Soon after, I was offered a
job designing restaurants, and I
thought it would be tempo-
rary,” he said. “I thought I'd go
back to New York and work
again in theater, but I really
liked the owner – Dave
Friedman of Paramount
Restaurant Supply Co. I stayed
there for several years, and
designed many restaurants
(including the landmark con-
cept of Dunkin' Donuts). I fig-
ured designing would make for
a solid career, so I stuck with it.
It allowed me to raise a family
and do my painting on the side.

“Without sounding phony
humble, to be honored by my
community for the work I
shared with them, it's an
incredible gift to myself – and
Abe. The thing is, while you're
working and doing things for
your community, you're not
doing it for any laurels; you're

doing it because it gives your
life meaning.”

While Nathanson –
expressed humility, other hon-
orees offered sheer astonish-
ment after being told they
would receive BVTC awards.

The victors included John
C. Gregory, President/CEO of
the Northern Rhode Island
Chamber of Commerce, and
Richard Greenwood, Deputy
Director of the Rhode Island
Historical Preservation and
Heritage Commission, who
gained induction into the pres-
tigious William Blackstone
Society; and Kathy Hartley and
John Scanlon, president and
vice president of Friends of
Hearthside Inc. respectively,
who collected the “Footprints
in History” honor for their
devoted work at the Hearthside
Homestead.

Additionally, CultureLEAP,
Inc. of Worcester, the Canal
District Alliance and six stu-
dents at South High School
captured the BVTC's ARISTA
Award.

Billington issued this laurel
to the trio because “this collab-
oration between (them) has
produced an outstanding exam-
ple of the essence of
'Sustainable Tourism,' bringing
together local resources in a
community effort to highlight
the cultural, historical and nat-
ural histories of the area,” he
said.

In short, those students,
hired at $8 an hour, were given
one week to study, then
become, one of 50 influential
persons in the history of
Worcester. The kids then acted
on horse/'stagecoach-drawn
tours of the Canal District.

“They had to go into the
character of the person on
those tours and tell their sto-
ries,” said Bob Largess, who
attended the banquet with wife,

Marlene, Dean Miller and
Alice Lemay, all CultureLEAP
volunteers. “I'm so proud of
the kids. They're the gifts. We
just drove the horses.

“Let's put it this way: We
had tours scheduled for every
Thursday at 5, 6 and 7 p.m. for
eight weeks this summer, and
the response from the public
was phenomenal. We had at
least 80 people each night lin-
ing up for the tours, with only
20 seats available for each. Do
the math, and what do you
think?”

**
Gregory admitted being

flabbergasted when he heard
about his induction.

“I found out about six-seven
weeks ago; Dave Balfour,
Chairman of the BVTC Board
of Directors, and I were at a
meeting together, and he said,
'Hey, did (council President)
Bob Billington call you yet?'”
Gregory chuckled. “I asked
him, 'About what?' and he told
me. I was stunned. Maybe
speechless is a better word.

“I wish I had a list of former
winners,” he added. “It's so
impressive: Ben Mondor;
Danny Smith; Dana
Newbrook; Joe O'Donnell,
who was a mentor of mine; and
Dave Gulvin, the former CEO
of Blackstone Valley Electric. I
could keep going and going,
and I don't want to sleight any-
one.

“The thing is, I get paid to
promote the Valley, and a lot of
these other folks work their
full-time jobs and then volun-
teer to promote it. This is a real
trip for me. Look at the
Hearthside Homestead, which
is also being honored here.
That was founded by Kathy
Hartley, and she and I worked
together at the Providence
Chamber of Commerce for

almost a decade.
“It's so terrific for her to get

an award, too. Bob and Carol
Metivier – Bob's the former
Mayor of Pawtucket – will be
sitting here (Thursday night),
and they've been inducted into
the society. Believe it or not,
my uncle sang at their wedding.
Honestly, here in Rhode
Island, there's no need for the
'Six Degrees of Separation,'
where somebody knows some-
body six times down. Here? It's
like one or two degrees.”

Then there was Hartley.
“I was, like, 'Oh, my God!' I

asked Donna Houle, who does
everything for the council, 'Are
you sure? You talking about
us?'” she chuckled. “I come
here every year for the awards
dinner, and I've always been in
awe of the people who win.
Donna just told me, 'I think
you guys deserve it for all the
tours you give, and educating
the public about the home's
history. When you were nomi-
nated, everyone jumped on
board.”

She indicated the Friends of
Hearthside had gleaned other
honors, such as Preserve
Rhode Island's Preservation,
Education and Advocacy
Award; the Lincoln Republican
Town Committee's Public
Service Award; the Governor's
Tourism Award; and the John
H. Chafee Award from the
Blackstone River Heritage
Corridor Commission.

“This ranks way up there,”
Hartley said. “You know why?
Because these awards repre-
sent different aspects of what
we do at Hearthside, our mis-
sion. This is more for our pro-
motion of the the Valley and
the preservation of Hearthside
and the Great Road Historical
District. This is incredible,
amd to think it's the council's
25th anniversary!”
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The Pawtucket Water Supply Board, as part of our current MR-5 
( , will be working on the
following streets during the next few weeks:

Our contractor Fleet Construction Company of Cumberland, RI,
will do this work. They will be replacing existing water mains in 
the street and replacing any non-standard house services to the
property line. All roads, sidewalks, and lawns will be repaired as
soon as possible. All addresses in the area that will be affected by a 
shutdown will be notified in advance. Some rusty water may occur 
in the area, allow water to run for a short time until clear. We are 
sorry for the inconvenience, please bear with us. Thank you.
PWSB employees and the Contractor’s employees will need
access to the houses on the streets being worked on. All employees 
are required to carry a If you have any questions or
concerns, please call 729-5033.
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PAWTUCKET (AP) —
The city has settled a lawsuit
with an employee who says
she was unlawfully required
to take random drug and
alcohol tests.

The city has agreed to
apologize to Romana Ramos
as part of the settlement
announced Thursday by the

state affiliate of the
American Civil Liberties
Union. The city has also
agreed to pay her $5,000 in
legal costs.

The ACLU says the tests,
which came back negative,
were done without any rea-
sonable suspicion of drug
use.

Pawtucket settles suit with
worker over drug testing
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During the 25th Anniversary Blackstone Valley Tourism Council Awards Dinner at the Twin River Event Center in Lincoln on
Thursday night, Blackstone Valley Tour Group of Worcester members, left to right, Dean Miller, Elizabeth Bacon, Maureen
Binienda, Ann Quaicoe, Stephanie Felix-Torres, Ruby Wuabu, Alice Lemay and Bob Largess accept the ARISTA Award for
Sustainable Tourism on behalf of their group.   
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approximately 30 minutes.
When the committee re-con-
vened, it continued the meeting
per order of the agenda. When
the agenda item on Morelle's
contract finally came up,
Committee member Ryan
Pearson explained that in light
of the temporary restraining
order Town Solicitor Thomas
Hefner had recommended
tabling the matter.

"I don't think we can take
any action this evening,"
Pearson said.

With that, most of the
crowd got up and filed out of
the auditorium.

"What I don't understand is
how a judge can tell a school
committee who they can hire
or fire," said one parent leaving
the auditorium.

Had the committee voted
on Morelle's contract it was all
but certain that the committee
would have agreed not to
renew the contract, which
expires June 30, 2011. Morelle
makes $117,244 a year as
Cumberland's school chief.

The vote would have come a

week after a closed session
with Morelle to discuss her job
performance and two weeks
after Morelle came under fire
by the comittee and the public
for her handling of this year's
opening of school, specifically
problems that had to do with
bus routes and stops.

School Committee
Chairman Donald J. Costa
said that after last week's 90-
minute closed door meeting
with Morelle the committee
met among themselves and
agreed to  place her contract
renewal on last night's agenda.

At the Sept. 9 School
Committee meeting, some
members said Morelle did not
convey the committee’s Aug.
12 decision that Durham
School Services return to previ-
ous bus routes and stops.
Morelle said that evening that
she believed she had conveyed
the directive to Durham.

At that meeting, dozens of
angry residents testified about
late buses, children left at
school, and children dropped
off at the wrong stops.
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Attorney General Paul Carnes
and Special Assistant Attorney
General Diane Daigle were
prepared to present the follow-
ing evidence: 

At about 1:25 a.m. on
March 30, 2009, Cumberland
police received a 911 call to
respond to 6 Belmont Terrace
and also directing police to 64
Baldwin Street. At the Baldwin
Street residence, police found
Rita Paiva, 57, dead. She had
been stabbed 72 times.

At the time of the response
to Baldwin Street, Cumberland
Police also responded to 6
Baldwin Terrace, the home of
Paiva’s brother, where they
found Richard Paiva. whose
clothes were soaked with
blood. Accoridng to the
Attorney General's Office,
Richard Paiva had told his
brother that he had just killed
their mother. Cumberland
Police took him into custody.

Richard Paiva was wanted
for a prior incident of domestic
assault on his mother that
occurred on the afternoon
before the murder, on March
29, 2009. The Cumberland
Police were actively looking for

Paiva and had gone to 6
Belmont Terrace earlier in
search of him but did not find
him until after the 911 call of
early March 30.

Cumberland Police
Detectives Kevin D’Ambra and
Michael Strain and Sergeant
Doug Ciullo led the investiga-
tion.

Paiva had been held without
bail at the ACI since his arrest
by Cumberland Police on the
day of the murder, March 30,
2009. 

At the time of Paiva's arrest,
several neighbors told
reporters that  there had been a
long history of domestic vio-
lence in the house between
Richard Paiva and Rita Paiva.  

Attorney General Patrick C.
Lynch said, “It’s fitting that the
perpetrator of this brutal mur-
der of his mother will not be
eligible for release until he is in
his late 60s, at the very earliest.
My deepest sympathies remain
with the members of the Paiva
family who have had to endure
so much pain, due to the defen-
dant’s long criminal history
that culminated with an
unspeakable crime.”

Morelle
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